
 

 

  

Mayfield Matters is staffed by a dedicated team of volunteers who contribute to the  



 

YOGA 
 

 

 

 
 

Learn to exercise the power of your mind with the 

unique Raja Yoga combined with Hatha Yoga which 

exercises and tones the body whilst bringing the glands 

back into balance. 

 

The six week course includes: 

Breathing 

Posture 

Nutrition 

Relaxation 

Meditation 
 

The course commences on Wednesday 17th October 

and runs from 7.30pm to 8.45pm at St. Joseph’s      

Community Centre, Old Youghal Road, Mayfield.   

 

Course Fee is: €75 
Contact: SANDRA on: 087 940 0510  

QUIT SMOKING FOR GOOD 

USING ACUPUNCTURE 
 

A simple and effective way to quit 

smoking and to remain smoke free 

 
Quit Smoking Acupuncture benefits include: 

 

No cravings, reduced irritability,  

anxiety, frustration 

 

Improved concentration and relaxation 
 

 

For further information or to make an         

appointment please call: 

Eoin Marshall 

Airedale, Ballyhooly Road, Cork. 

Ph:  086 211 1491 

Email: eoinmarshall@live.ie 

www.eoinmarshallacupuncture.com 

      Sore or Sorry Tomorrow 

    YOU CHOOSE! 
 

Classes now open to Non-Members 
 

Spinning, Circuits, Zumba, Toning, Bootcamp, Aqua  

and much, much more! 

 

The Perfect Gift this Christmas 
 

Buy a book of 6 classes for €50 and a book of 10 classes for €80! 

 
www.sourcehealthandfitness.com                               

021 450 5128 

When you purchase a 

book of Classes receive 

1 Class free with this 

Coupon 

Source Health & Fitness 

Silversprings 

Tivoli 

Cork 



 



 

Mayfield CDP  
 

Community Resource Centre, 328 Old Youghal Road, Mayfield.  

Telephone: 021 450 8562 
 

 

Mayfield Community Development Project, Management and Staff would like to take this opportunity to wish 

everyone well for the Christmas season. 

 

The centre will be closed from the 21st December and re-open on the 3rd January 2013. 

 

The Resource Office is open to all and offers typing, photocopying, lamination etc. You can also call in and use 

our computer room for a very nominal fee.  

 

Fundraising: Tickets on behalf of Mayfield Action On Suicide Christmas Draw are available in the Centre, 

draw takes place on Saturday 22nd December in Doolan’s Bar. 

 

Well done to all the groups who partook in various courses in the building, whether it be computers, personal 

development, job-skills etc. It was great to see people participating and working on new skills. Well done to our 

Community Gardeners who also partook in woodwork classes and made great pieces for sale and personal use.  

 

We would also like to thank our Mayfield Matters group who every two months produce this great Community 

Newsletter. Special thanks to the advertisers who advertise in the Newsletter, this helps the group financially. 

We wish to thank all the groups who we network with during the year and get great support from. Thanks also 

to all our various funders; Cork City Partnership, Pobal, VEC, Community Services, FAS and the TUS pro-

gramme. 

Call into us in the New Year and see what we can offer you. 

The Youth Café re-opened again recently. Based in the Kerrigan Tyrell Community Centre on Friday nights 

from 7.30 pm. to 9 pm, it caters for young people aged 12 years plus. Pool, board games and other activities are 

available. Trained volunteers are there and it is a fun place to hang out for a few hours. 

 

History/ Walking Group.  

Information on local historic places in connection with walking group of all ages and abilities. Anyone          

interested contact Patricia on the above number for more information and dates when the group is meeting. 

 

Spanish Classes 
Spanish classes are to start in January 2013.  The classes will cater for total beginners and people who are     

advanced in speaking the language.  The tutor is Ava, who is a Spanish native.  The classes last between an 

hour to an hour and a half and will be held at Mayfield CDP.  Dates and times are still to be decided, but if   

interested, please call the CDP on the above number to express your interest as these classes will fill very 

quickly. 

 

MAOS Christmas Draw 
As part of its fundraising initiative, Mayfield Action On Suicide (MAOS) is holding a Christmas Draw.  Tickets 

are €2 each and can be bought from the CDP.  The draw takes place on Saturday 22nd December at 6pm in 

Doolans Cow Bar.  Prizes include Christmas hampers, vouchers and other products.  This draw will benefit 

MAOS and all it stands for so purchase a ticket (or many tickets!) in aid of MAOS. 

 

 

Picture Sales 
All pictures included in this issue are available for purchase from the Mayfield Community Development    

Project in Old Youghal Road.  Priced at a very reasonable €9, the photographs are sized 7” x 5”, other sizes are 

available on request.  We can also supply pictures from back issues.  Contact the CDP for orders or more      

details on: 021 450 8562. 



 

 

328 Old Youghal Road, Mayfield  

021 450 8562 

 
The voluntary management committee and C.A.L.P. Coordinators would like to wish all who have made      

contact with the project during 2012, a very peaceful Christmas and happy 2013. Thanks must also go to the 

Mayfield Community Development Project Ltd. management and team members for the support and            

commitment to the project during 2012.  

 

The New Year will bring new courses, so please look out for further information in this publication, the      

Mayfield page of the Cork Evening Echo, church newsletters, posters and flyers. Also, feel free to call into the 

project in January 2013 or contact us on the above number. 

 

Mayfield Action on Suicide 

Ceremony of Light 
Monday 10th December 2012 at 7 pm 

Inisowen, Iona Road. 
 

The tree provides an opportunity for people to place messages and tokens of  

Remembrance for their Loved Ones   

Music by the Mayfield Singers, Prayer and Candle lighting. 

 

Tea/Coffee available afterwards at Mayfield Neighbourhood Youth Project.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Mayfield Community Adult Learning Project. 

                                      C.A.L.P. 



                    Happy Talk 

 
Happy Talk is now in its second year.  This community-based project is supporting 

language development among children aged 0-6 years in the Glen and Mayfield and is 

already showing results.  Tests on Junior Infant children show that their language    

levels improved during the first year. 

 

Happy Talk has begun a new part to its programme. Aoife Doyle and Jen Keogh, the Happy Talk Speech and 

Language Therapists (SLTs), are now running clinics for all babies aged 9 months with the local Public Health 

Nurses.  In the clinics in the Mayfield Health Centre and Glen Resource Centre, parents and their babies meet 

the SLT and get tips on how to help their baby’s language develop.  This is part of the 9-month developmental 

check. 

 

Getting parents involved is a major part of the project.  This term, all parents of Junior Infants have had the 

chance to go into the classroom to help out and work with their child.  At the end of the four-week              

programme, the parents each got a scrapbook of photos showing themselves and their children doing different 

activities together to take home.  The SLTs will be running short sessions for parents in the schools,             

pre-schools and crèches which are involved in Happy Talk after Christmas.   Parents will get ideas, books and 

toys to help their child’s language at home. 

 

Finally, look out for Happy Talk posters in the community and on the local and community buses.  Local   

children from Mayfield and the Glen and their parents are in the photos.  Each poster gives parents a tip for 

helping their child’s language to develop - the Happy Talk Newsletter Issue 3 gives parents further ideas. A 

Story point will soon appear at the silver train in the Glen – bring your child and talk about the Happy Talk 

bunnies; Nibbles and Twitch, as your child moves the train along the train track. 

For further information contact Sheila Dillon on: 087 757 3749 or email: sdillon@partnershipcork.ie 

Happy Talk is supported by Cork City Partnership, Cork City Council, Barnardos, UCC, City of Cork VEC, 

HSE, Cork City Childcare Company, Tomar Trust, National Early Years Access Initiative and POBAL. 

 

Ten Ways to Confuse Santa on Christmas Day 

1. Instead of milk and cookies, leave him a salad, and a note explaining that you think he could stand to lose a 

few pounds. 

2. Set a bear trap at the bottom of the chimney. Wait for Santa to get caught in it, and then explain that you're 

sorry, but from a distance, he looked like a bear. 

3. Leave him a note, explaining that you've gone away for the holidays. Ask if he would mind watering your 

plants. 

4. Take everything out of your house as if it's just been robbed. When Santa arrives, show up dressed like a 

policeman and say, "Well, well. They always return to the scene of the crime." 

5. While he's in the house, go find his sleigh and write him a speeding ticket. 

6. Keep an angry bull in your living room. If you think a bull goes crazy when he sees a little red cape, wait 

until he sees that big, red Santa suit! 

7. Build an army of mean-looking snowmen on the roof, holding signs that say "We hate Christmas," and "Go 

away Santa." 

8. Dress up like the Easter Bunny. Wait for Santa to come and then say, "This neighborhood ain't big enough 

for the both of us. 

9. Leave lots of hunting trophies and guns out where Santa's sure to see them. Go outside, yell, "Ooh! Look! A 

deer! And he's got a red nose!" and fire a gun. 

10. Leave Santa a note, explaining that you've moved. Include a map with unclear and hard-to-read directions 

to your new house.  

mailto:sdillon@partnershipcork.ie


Doolan’s Cow Bar 
Old Youghal Road, Mayfield, Cork 

 

We would like to wish our customers and all the Community:  

A Happy Christmas and A Prosperous New Year 

 

December Line-up: 

Sat 1st   D.J. Eric                       Sun. 2nd, 6.00pm.  Empire 

Sun. 9th  Genesis                             Sun. 16th Roy Buckley 

Sun. 23rd  Millenium                      Wed 26th  D.J. 

Fri. 28th  Poker €20 Freezeout              Mon. 31st New Year’s Eve Party 

               3.00pm registration 

Followed by Music by:  

Sean Reegan and Jason O’Sullivan. 

 

Mayfield Village Fair 
by Breda Kelleher 

 

 

When you hear about a village fair, wouldn’t you associate it with the country?  So until I took part in the    

Mayfield Village Fair at St. Joseph’s Community Centre on Friday October 26 I was greatly surprised to        

discover what a fair was all about. 

 

 A number of stalls were set up with all sorts of Art and Crafts, made by local people and a couple of yummy 

cake stalls. I was very impressed with a bunch of young lads, who do carpentry in Mayfield. They had a great 

selection of work on display; Rocking horses, dolls cots, bedside lamps, trunks and bird feeders, to name a few. 

It was my first time meeting the lads and I was very proud of them for the effort they put in to creating such 

lovely crafts. Well done lads! 

 

I was part of the Mayfield Community Garden Group along with another few members; Ger, Margo, Christine 

and Michael. A Borneo Blowpipe was also on display and an exhibition was given by Michael, our secretary, 

Donie and our gardening tutor, Denis, who popped in to wish us luck. We had a variety of vegetables freshly 

picked from our garden that morning. Some very nice colourful pot plants and handmade wooden garden        

ornaments, made by ourselves at carpentry classes, in an effort to raise funds for a Polytunnel for our garden.  

 

Just in case, like me, you might think it’s underground, it’s like a glasshouse, only made with polythene. instead 

of glass. It would mean an awful lot to our garden as we can work in Winter and grow more exotic produce. The 

fair raised €110. The tunnel will cost around €2,000. So we have to put up with a few more splinters, unless 

some nice Santa cares to pay us a visit  
 

 



A Heroine of our Time 
By Aidan O’Shea 

 

Malala Yousafzai is a Muslim girl of Pashtun ethnicity who was born in July 1997 in Mingora, a town in the 

Northwest Province of Pakistan. Her father, Ziauddin Yousafzai, is a poet and manager of a chain of local 

public schools. He encouraged her to stay up late at night to discuss politics and human rights with him. At the 

age of eleven, she spoke to the press club at Peshawar on the importance of schooling for girls. Her talk was 

picked up in local media reports. 

 

This part of Pakistan is heavily influenced by the     

Taliban, a fundamentalist militant movement dedicated 

to enforcing Sharia law. Sharia law is a very strict            

interpretation of Islamic principles. In its more extreme 

form, Sharia restricts the rights of girls and women with 

respect to education, clothing, and behaviour in public.  

Television,  computers, education and sport for women 

are restricted or forbidden. We in western liberal          

democracies find it hard to accept these strictures on the 

human and social rights of women. 

 

Early in 2009, at the age of eleven, Malala wrote a blog 

for the BBC Urdu Service under an assumed name. She 

described how the Taliban was taking  control of the  

local community, suspending schooling for girls from 

time to time. She wrote as follows: Only 11 students  

attended out of a class of 27. The number decreased  

because of the Taliban’s edict. My three friends have shifted to the cities with their families. The Pakistani 

army was slow to engage with this crisis of authority and civil control. Over 4000 schools were closed and 

many of the buildings destroyed. Ambushes and battles were taking place in the surrounding rural areas. 

 

The family moved away from the conflict for a period, staying with relatives in Islamabad. After a time, the  

Taliban re-opened co-educational primary schools for boys and girls, but girls- only schools were still closed 

and girls were compelled to wear the full-body garment, the burqa.  An uneasy ceasefire was established. The 

New York Times filmed a documentary featuring Malala and describing the life of girls and young women. 

Later, the Pakistani army took control of the town of Mingora amidst heavy fighting. The family had to flee 

their home once again. At this stage, Malala was becoming known internationally as an activist with           

persuasive views which led to her identity as the BBC blogger being revealed. There were death threats 

against her father. She began to use Facebook to propagate her opinions. She foretold what might happen to 

her as a result: Even if they come to kill me, I will tell them what they are trying to do is wrong, that education 

is our basic right. 

 

On October 9th 2012, a Taliban gunman leapt on board a school bus in Mingora and demanded to see Malala. 

He shot her twice, once in the head and once in the neck. Pakistani army medics airlifted her to a military   

hospital in Peshawar, and carried out surgery to remove the bullet from her brain. As the story broke, it       

became obvious that she would survive, possibly with severe brain damage. She was stabilised, and offers of 

international medical help poured in. On October 15th, she was transferred by air to the UK, for treatment at 

The Queen Elizabeth  Hospital, Birmingham. This hospital has specialised in treating casualties from the wars 

in the Middle East and Afghanistan. In the last few weeks she has made progress and can now eat, speak and 

write notes. 

 

Her parents and siblings were reunited with her in the hospital on October 26th, but she has a long and difficult 

rehabilitation ahead. Since the attack, Malala has been nominated for the International Children’s Peace prize 

by Desmond Tutu and has won Pakistan’s first National Youth Peace Prize. Despite death threats if she returns 

to Pakistan, her father insisted that the family will return home. Malala has already started studying for her         

examinations. Her exemplary courage and love of education are inspiring. Her father concludes: She is not just 

my daughter, she is everyone’s daughter. 





The December Garden 
by Charlie Wilkins 

 

I hold a kind of reverence for all the flowers of winter that still remain in bloom. It is as if, in the face of     

adversity, they are determined to be plucky and cheerful and bright. Brought indoors, they seem to improve 

and stand wonderfully in glass vases. The clean, clear sparkle of the container suits their bareness, holding 

them as if in an icy embrace. At the same time, they continue to look as they were still outside, surrounded by 

cold air and a deathly stillness. Perhaps they know the pleasure they bring and are anxious therefore to remain 

in bloom forever. 

 

Winter Scent; Regular readers may now be in the position of being able to cut a few sprigs of winter        

Jasmine nudiflorum, Viburnum ''Dawn'' or Daphne ''Jacqueline Postil'' for indoor use. These can be              

encouraged to bloom much earlier if shoots are brought into a change of temperature and light. A spring of the 

Viburnum will cleanse the house of mustiness with its vanilla perfume, while the daphne will readily perfume 

a whole room. If you have still to meet some of these scented wonders correct your omission when next asked 

what you might like for Christmas, birthday or anniversary! Garden centres such as Beech Hill have them why 

not you? 

 

Holly; This has been a marvellous year for holly berries and soon it will be time to cut stems for church and 

home decoration. Just in case that garden birds take it into their mind to scavenge these in advance of the    

festivities try covering all or a few of the shoots with fleece or any of the horticultural wind-break materials 

available at garden centres. Holly is slow-growing so when removing shoots, be careful not to spoil the shape 

of the plant. Gaps, I assure you, can be extremely slow to fill. 

 

Hedges; Replace frosted hedges with new stock. I saw some really good totally hardy hedging recently at  

Carmel’s of Kilworth. Beech, laurel, photinia (red robin) were very evident and those beech were bare root 

and in bundles. Bare root stock (plants not sold in plastic pots) must have the roots protected from drying out 

and from frost so if unable to plant immediately cover with soil or wetted peat moss. 

 

Drainage; If you garden on heavy soil, check for signs of puddles after heavy rain and plan to put in some 

extra drainage if found necessary. Perforated piping which is freely available can be laid into a trench, to drain 

water to a rubble-filled soak-away or sump. 

 

Pansies; Regularly deadhead winter flowering pansies to prevent them running to seed. Very long shoots on 

straggly plants can be shortened to encourage bushier growth. The production of flowers may be slowed 

somewhat during very cold weather next month but they'll resume when daytime temperatures rise again. 

 

Paths; Pay particular attention now to paths, steps, and walkways! Use the likes of Chloras (from Home4 

Stores) for the complete removal of all discolouration including algae and slime growths. Use at full strength 

for heavy stains but dilute 50/50 with water for most cleaning jobs. Wet the area with water to begin then    

apply the Chloras solution with a soft sweeping brush. No brushing is necessary but do allow the product to 

stand for ten to fifteen minutes. The product is a bleach of immense strength and the wearing of old clothes 

(plus rubber boots) is highly recommended. Whilst not caustic or injurious to the skin when splashed, do avoid 

contact with your eyes at all costs. Finish off by rinsing thoroughly with clean water but do not be tempted to 

use a pressure sprayer. These wear the surface of all concrete products (pavers, and all hard surface materials 

included) allowing damp to penetrate. When this inner dampness is subjected to frost, the pavers (or bricks) 

will begin to deteriorate at a very advanced rate. The very odd use of high-pressure sprayers causes no real 

harm but persistent use shortens their life span considerably. 

 

Lawns; Make repairs to worn patches of lawn! Cut out the old turf where necessary and lightly fork over the 

soil underneath, adding some sharp sand to help aerate the soil at root level. Dress the surface with a          

slow-release fertiliser. Lay new turf over the area in question, firming it down gently and ensuring that the 

new surface is level with the old. Always lay new turf as soon as it is delivered or cut. Finally, sharpen up 

lawn edges for the winter as there will be far too many other jobs to do in the spring. Use a flat, half-moon 

iron designed for the job; garden spades are unsuitable as the curve in the blade can create a scalloped effect. 

 



The December Garden (cont’d) 

 

Frost; The first severe frosts have arrived in Mayfield. Due to extreme wetness it froze the ground instantly in 

many areas rupturing plant roots in the process, and those that were not killed by its dramatic arrival, will now 

suffer a slow death from fungal disorders which normally follow. Of stealth-like nature, frost neither rises from 

the ground nor falls from the air yet its presence and formation can be detected in the stillness of the evening air 

and by the intense cold which precedes it. Like steam on a cold kitchen mirror, frost condenses and distils  during 

the hours of darkness, to disappear like a bad odour once the morning sun rises. It burns with the intensity of 

lightning yet it moves about in the darkness like a meandering stream pooling at times to form vast lakes which 

can chill down into the subsoil. At other times, its shallow tendrils reach out to strike in one area leaving an     

adjoining plot unscathed! Predicting where it is likely to strike hardest is impossible so newcomers to gardening 

should note that it will sometimes lurk in shady corners long after sunrise, and low-lying areas will always be 

worst hit. 

 

Lawnmowers; Remember to drain the petrol tank of lawnmowers before they are finally stored away. Petrol 

can deteriorate when stored for long periods and no amount of pulling on the starter rope during spring will fire 

the machine into action if three month old fuel is still in the tank. Change the oil after removing the petrol, 

sharpen the blade and oil the wheels. Inspect all cables and try to trickle a little light oil down each one so they 

won’t seize. Damp conditions in garages, outhouses and sheds can play havoc with machinery and cables so take      

precautions now. 

 

House Plants; Not only lift your spirits and your environment, they also purify the air by filtering out       

chemicals and by raising humidity levels, they help to counteract the drying effects of central heating and reduce 

dust - a very refreshing thought. Create a welcoming and restful environment and brighten up wintry rooms in-

stantly with a few stylishly placed plants. Slipper orchids with their striking single flowers will add a hint of the 

exotic while for texture and colour choose Streptocarpus (Cape primrose) whose delicate purple blooms (many 

other colours are available) contrast dramatically with its large, roughly textured leaves. For a lush display look 

for the glossy deep-veined leaves of alocasia which look particularly good in smooth terracotta pots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11c Silversprings Road, Mayfield, Cork. 

Continuing to service the financial needs of the 

 community for over 45 years. 
 

For more information on how to join your Credit Union 

visit us at 11c Silversprings Road, online at: www.olccu.ie 

or contact us on: 021 450 4923 
 

 

http://www.olccu.ie/


 

Mayfield Community Garden Group 
by Ger Fahy 

 

As Christmas is nearly upon us, and looking forward to 2013, we in the Mayfield Community Garden group 

can reflect on the year 2012 and be happy with how much the group has achieved. 

 

It all began with the help of the Mayfield CDP who gave us a plot of ground at the rear of its building for 

which we are extremely grateful. Then, with the wonderful help and knowledge of our Tutor Denis Murphy, 

we started work. Firstly the group had to plan the garden layout before putting in raised beds and then filling 

them with topsoil. This was a huge job so thanks a million to the lads who gave us a hand on the day.  

 

We then agreed to meet on Wednesdays to continue the work on the garden, and planted fruits such as    

strawberries, rhubarb and apple trees. In another bed we planted herbs and we also planted potatoes, cabbage, 

carrots and a variety of other vegetables.  

 

In September, the group held an Open Day to show the people of Mayfield the progress that has been made 

since the gardens conception.  We were delighted with the turn out and grateful for the visit from the Lord 

Mayor, Councillor Buttimer who showed such interest in our project. 

 

We have now formed a committee to come up with new ideas for further development of the garden. One idea 

being discussed is the purchase of a Poly Tunnel, this would help us enormously as we could work right 

through the winter regardless of the weather. We are at present making handmade wooden garden ornaments 

and planters which we sell to raise funds for the Poly Tunnel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The members of the gardening group: Connor, Breda, Margo, Christine, Michael and Ger would like to thank 

the Mayfield Community Development Project for all its help and support during the year, Denis our garden 

expert, Chris our woodwork mentor and not forgetting George who drives us to our woodwork classes. 

 

As this is a voluntary garden group, anyone with a few hours free on Wednesdays is more than welcome to 

come along and join in.  Give the Mayfield CDP a call on: 021 450 8562. 

 

Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year. 

Michael O’Donnell, Breda Kelleher, Woodwork Mentor Chris Ryan, Margo Attridge, 

Christine Hewitt, Driver George O’Herlihy and Ger Fahy show off some of the wooden 

items they have made over the past few weeks.                                            Picture: Andy Gibson 



What I Think of Adults 
by Rachel Horgan 

 

We adults sometimes hold strong opinions when it comes to teenagers and think nothing of airing these opinions 

loudly when the mood suits us, but, how would it be if those very teenagers had their own opinion of us, in all 

our perfection. Mayfield Matters is indebted to a local young lady of fifteen years of age, for daring to share her  

observations on the matter. 

 

We hear and read a lot today about what adults think of children, teenagers particularly. Teenagers have their 

opinion about adults as well, I would like to explore that.  

 

Adults think they know what is best for their children and the majority of the time they are right but there are 

also times when they are wrong and they don’t give their children a chance to express their own opinion. I also 

think some adults don’t understand that being a teenager today is much different to when they were teenagers 

and so some teenagers are not given enough freedom.  I also think adults stereotype all teenagers and think that 

we are all the same when the majority of teenagers don’t drink or smoke or get into trouble often. I also think 

that adults don’t understand the new technology, for example, phones. Adults are always complaining about 

teenagers being on their phone 24/7, I think it is harmless to be on your phone and texting your friends when 

they could be doing much worse.  

 

A lot of teenagers today argue with their parents regularly and I believe that many adults don’t give the        

teenagers the chance to express how they’re feeling just because they’re younger than them and they think they 

know what’s right for them and I think this is a big reason why adults and teenagers may not get along all the 

time. Most of the time adults just want their children to be safe and not get into trouble. Teenagers generally  

appear to have a bad name in the adult mind so as a rule of thumb, teenagers tend not to be trusted.  

 

When I become a parent I think I would behave in the same way my own parents would, I would give my    

teenagers enough space to make decisions for themselves but at the same time make sure they don’t get into 

trouble or go down the wrong path. I think in the run up to Christmas adults are particularly stressed and are 

more dismissive and grumpy towards their teenagers which could lead to more and more arguments between 

them which is really frustrating for the teenagers as well as the adults, I think the change to the constitution 

makes children feel more equal and I think it is important that children have a say in things as well as adults.  

 

The main thing that I find irritating about adults is they think they are always right when it comes to arguments 

and they never give teenagers the chance to tell their side of the story and how they feel about the situation; they 

just jump to conclusions and punish them without even listening to what they have to say. I think all adults do 

these things for all the right reasons but may sometimes go about doing this the wrong way and so we cant    

exactly complain because our parents main priority is our future and keeping us safe and free from danger.  

 

I’m not saying that all teenagers are perfect but neither are adults and respect and trust is a two way street and it 

is something that both adults and teenagers deserve. 

 

Adolescent Issues Seminar 
Matt Talbot Services is holding a seminar on Surviving Teens. Depression, Anxiety, Substance Abuse and      

Positive Communication is the subject of the first lecture, which is being delivered by Dr. Sharon Lambert of 

Matt Talbot Services.  Dr. Maureen Griffin, Internet Safety for Schools Ireland will be talking about Social   

Media Issues and Internet Safety.   

 

The event takes place at the Vienna Woods Hotel, Glanmire on Friday 7th December 2012 between 9.15am and 

1pm.  To book your place, or for more information, you can call: 021 489 6400 or email:  infotrabeg@mtas.ie        



Foróige Notes 
 

Foróige and Ógra Chorcaí Merge! 
In July 2012 a merger occurred between Ógra Chorcai Ltd and Foróige youth services nationally.  As a result 

of this move Mayfield Youth 2000 Phase 1, Mayfield Youth 2000 Phase 2 and St. Josephs Youth Programme 

all operate under the Foróige banner but the work on the ground with young people, families and communities 

remains the same!  

 

The 3 Youth Projects and the volunteer led summer scheme in the area would like to express a big thank you 

to Mayfield Action On Suicide (MAOS) for its generous donation to enable the projects to run more activities 

for young people over the summer. As a result of the donation, young people went to Fota, and took part in 

programmes like yoga and kickboxing.  These programmes would not have taken place without the grant 

MAOS gave and these programmes focused on promotion and development of positive mental health.  A big 

thank you both from the staff and all of the young people who benefitted! 

 

Rocking it out in Mayfield for Cork Drugs Awareness Week! 
The three Foróige Projects in Mayfield together with community volunteers organised two exciting events to 

celebrate Cork Drugs Awareness Week (November 7th -13th). 

 

The first event was the official launch of Drugs Awareness Week in Mayfield and took place in the Kerrigan-

Tyrell Youth Centre on Wednesday, November 7th at 11am.  The band ‘Next Society’ agreed to open the week 

with a small set list and get things under way.   

 

Our second event was held on Friday 9th November - A Rock concert was held and it was an opportunity for a 

number of very popular up and coming bands to showcase their talent.  

 

More News from St. Josephs Youth Programme 
St. Josephs Youth Programme would like to acknowledge the community support it has been given over the 

past year.  Due to funding cuts, a letter went out to all the groups using the centre and generous donations 

were made from the Active Retired Group, the Ladies Club, The Gramophone Circle and The Bridge clubs.  It 

is donations like this which have enabled the work to continue.  The programme itself ran a fundraising vari-

ety concert which was organised by local volunteers Lorna Dwyer and Rebecca Chisholm in August.  Part of 

this included a raffle and great prizes were donated by parents and local businesses! Particular thanks go to All 

Round Beauty, Bourke's Chemist, Irwin's Chemist, Supervalu and Topaz barbers. The money raised is going 

to buy a camera for the project. 

 

St. Josephs Leaving Certs grinds programme (in conjunction with SVdeP Soc. in UCC) has begun. This        

programme is run by volunteer grind tutors and is free to participants.  This year, seven subjects are being put 

on and over 40 young people will benefit from the initiative.  For more information, or to apply, contact the 

programme directly. St. Josephs Youth Committee (Winner of Garda Youth Award in 2011!) is also            

recruiting. Young people must be aged 16 or over or have finished Junior Cert year.  Contact Máiréad directly 

for info. on the number below. 

 

All our groups are back after the summer and approx. 80 young people are attending weekly and taking part in 

activities, groups and one to one support within the centre.   

 

We are also looking to recruit more volunteers to help run groups or fundraise or who have any time to offer.  

All volunteers are Garda vetted and ongoing training and support is given to all volunteers who bring so much 

to the work of the programme.  A big thank you to all the adult and junior leaders who currently work with us!  

If you are interested please contact us – we would love to hear from you.   

 

For more information on any programme contact the programmes directly: The three Mayfield Foróige      

projects are: 

Deirdre Dennigan, Mayfield Youth 2000 Phase 1 (Funded by CLDTF): 086 852 3077 

Martina O’Keeffe, Mayfield Youth 2000 Phase 2 (Funded by CLDTF): 086 368 2061 

Máiréad Quarry: 086 810 3632 & Fiona Callinan: 087 997 0951,   



 

 

Glanmire Medical Centre 

Glanmire, Co. Cork. 

 

 Gift Vouchers Available  

For appointments:  

 Tel. 021 486 6745 

Mobile: 086 369 3204   
 

CHIROPODIST 

Frances Nolan, 
N.C.C.L.C.CH.M.I Ch.Pod.Org 

  

Home Visits  

on Request  

 

ALL ROUND BEAUTY 
Unit 2 Iona Park, Mayfield 

021 450 8976 

 
Monday - Wednesday: 9.30-5.30 

Thursday - Friday      : 9.30-8.00 

Saturday                      : 9.30-4.30 

 

Waxing, Waxing and Tinting 

Bleaching 

 Laser Treatments 

Skin Rejuvenation 

Ear Piercing 

Massage 

Hair & Nail Care   

Tanning  

Facials using  Dermalogica 

 

Gift Vouchers Avaiable  

 

 

 

 

 

An Exclusive Service with a  
Personal Touch 

 

Happy Christmas to all the readers of 

Mayfield Matters! 
 

Remember we are caterers for all occasions 
large or small, wherever you care to dine: 

Communions, Christenings, Anniversaries, 
BBQs, Canteens, Weddings, Confirmations, 
Corporate Meetings, Management Lunches, 

Product Launches 
 

 www.elitecuisine.ie  
 

Contact Ber: 087 631 4323/Ian: 087 764 1328 

Deli Shop: 021 432 3603   

Unit 4, Monahan Road Business Park, 

Monahan Rd, Cork 

How to Use Your  
Digital Camera  

Saturdays from January 2013  
Mayfield CDP, 328 Old Youghal Road,  

Mayfield 
 

Beginners:  

5 weeks, €45  

 

  

 

Camera to Computer  for Beginners: 

5 weeks €50  
 

Book by contacting Maureen Considine on: 

maur.considine@gmail.com  

or: 086 88 28 557  
 

 

Course Designed and Delivered by 

Local Artist and Photographer Maureen Considine 

Places are 

lim
ited, 

book early! 

Gift  vouchers available for  Christmas Complete Beginners:  

  7 weeks, €70  

smaller classes 

http://www.elitecuisine.ie
mailto:maur.considine@gmail.com


Who Are We? 
by Jan Novotka 

 

Who are we?  We are human beings. 

We live on a blue planet. 

We are part of a community of relationship. 

Binding together in a great web of life, all nations, all species and elements. 

Our earth is sacred to us. 

On our earth there is no South or North, no East or West. 

We are all indigenous people. 

We were called to love, respect, share and create in our own turn. 

We were created to work and to play and to care for, 

To dream and explore and give thanks for life. 

We celebrate the dance of land and water, 

Fire and wind, male and female. 

We rejoice in the beauty of the opposites.  Our diversity is our strength. 

We cherish all the earths children and take responsibility 

For their nurture and well-being. 

It has taken over four million years to grow us. 

We are a part of the purpose of our earth and we are committed to realising and completing it. 

 

Live everything, Live the questions now. 

Perhaps you will then gradually without knowing it. 

Live along some distant way into the answers! 

 

Consciousness waking, holy and whole. 

Creation stirring - birthing anew. 

Now is the time, we are the space, 

For the Holy to rise in our midst. 

 

Concert in aid of COPE 

 
Mayfield Garda Community Policing Unit has       

organised a concert in aid of the COPE Foundation at 

Our Lady Crowned Church, Mayfield, Cork. 

 

Rebecca Storm, The Band of An Garda Siochana and 

Niamh O’Sullivan feature in the concert on 21st   

February 2013 at 7:30pm, and it  promises to be a 

great evening of entertainment. 

 

Tickets, priced €20, can be obtained from Blackpool 

Shopping Centre 

 

COPE Foundation provides a comprehensive range 

of services to people with intellectual disability and/

or autism through a network of community based sup-

ports at over 65 locations in Cork city and 

county. These supports include early intervention, 

education, training, leisure, sports, arts and supported        

employment as well a specialised health and world-

class multidisciplinary and residential supports.  

 

 



Banks Depart from Mayfield 
by Derek Connolly 

 

The population of Mayfield read with disbelief the announcements in the Evening Echo last July that the two 

local banks branches were to close thus leaving thousands of people without a banking service in the future. 

There was an immediate reaction by the two Community Associations, St. Josephs and Mayfield East, who set 

up a joint committee to organise a campaign for the retention of a banking service in the local community.  

Because the AIB have made an arrangement with An Post to provide a service to their Mayfield customers, 

the Campaign Committee concentrated their attention on the Permanent TSB. 

 

Having drawn up their plan of action the representatives of the two Community Associations began by writing 

a letter to the Permanent TSB C.E.O., Mr. Jeremy Masding seeking a meeting to discuss the local branch     

closure. A meeting was arranged with the banks Munster Regional Manager, Mr Jim Nolan, who was        

sympathetic towards the Committee’s case for the retention of a banking service in Mayfield. At the meeting it 

was revealed that a firm of consultants from Britain had been engaged to advise the bank on what individual 

branches would close. While the customer dealings were behind the numbers at the comparative branches, 

there were over 60,000 transactions at the Mayfield branch cash machine over the previous year. It was also 

revealed that the Permanent TSB were unaware of the AIB plans to also close their Mayfield branch. 

 

A letter was sent to the Minister for Finance, Mr. Michael Noonan T.D. who is a major shareholder              

representing the Irish taxpayers under the bailout arrangements with the E.U.E.C.B. – I.M.F. Agreement. 

A petition was drawn up for the retention of the local TSB branch and thousands of people signed these forms 

asking Permanent TSB to keep its Mayfield branch open. 

 

The Campaign Committee wrote to An Taoiseach, Mr. Enda Kenny T.D. asking him to intervene in the matter 

to ensure the people of Mayfield would continue to have a local banking service. In reply to this request the  

Taoiseach noted the points raised and passed the correspondence to Mr. Michael Noonan T.D. Contact was 

also made with the Central Banks Ombudsman office whose response was that the TSB have complied with 

the rules and regulations that govern bank closures. As the date for the closure of the two bank branches is fast 

approaching the people of Mayfield have become disillusioned with the Government who have bailed out the 

Irish banks and who represent them as the major shareholder in these banks. They have turned a deaf ear to 

our community's pleas for a bank service and we now face a future of not having a basic need because of a 

lack of interest by our government. 

 

It’s Good To Laugh... 

A priest was being honoured at his retirement dinner after 25 years in the parish.  A leading local politician 

and member of the congregation was chosen to make the presentation and to give a little speech at the dinner.  

However, since the politician was delayed, the priest decided to say his own few words while they waited: 

“I got my first impression of the parish from the first confession I heard here.  I thought I had been assigned to 

a terrible place.  The very first person who entered my confessional told me he had stolen a television set and, 

when questioned by the police, was able to lie his way out of it.  He had stolen money from his parents,      

embezzled from his employer, had an affair with his boss’s wife, taken illegal drugs and given VD to his     

sister.  I was appalled.  But, as the days went on, I learned that my people were not all like that and I had,    

indeed, come to a fine parish full of good and loving people.” 

Just as the priest finished his talk, the politician arrived full of apologies for being late.  He immediately began 

to make the presentation and gave his talk: “I’ll never forget the day our parish priest arrived,” said the       

politician.  In fact, I had the honour of being the first person to go to him for confession...” 

Moral of the story: Never, Never, Never be late! 



   Christmas: A Time to Remember 
by Geraldine McAuliffe 

 

Christmas is more than a day in December, it is always the things we love to remember. One can see the candles 

glowing in the windows.  Often we see the red-leaved poinsettias sitting in the pots on our windows, in the         

supermarkets and garden centres, all reminding us that Christmas time is near. 

 

Christmas is near when we feel the cold in our bones. Where we quickly gather around the fireside which is cosy 

and bright, as it wards off the dark dreary days of the winter.  It’s the time of the year when e-mailing has brought 

happiness to many families who cannot be with their loved ones at Christmas.  It gives information of recent birth 

and marriages that may have occurred during the past year, and it gives information quickly. 

 

At Christmas, our hearts may reach out to friends that we think of at home, as we reach out for our list of names of 

people we spent many happy times with.  We do this yearly and hope we have not forgotten someone, and often 

think of why we were too busy during the year to keep in touch. 

 

I will always be infatuated by Christmas because it is the time of the year my soul starts to swim; the goodwill that 

is present when family and friends all come together. I love the Christmas holidays because of the good spirits that 

fill the air.  

 

The things that always reminds me of Christmas is the holly wreath hung on the doors, The smell of scented      

candles in the shops with their sweet aroma, and when one sees young and old singing Christmas Carols in Patrick 

Street in the cold weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is the roasted turkey on the table that tastes so well and the Christmas pudding that took hours to boil; 

the mantelpiece full of Christmas Cards. I suppose Christmas is a lovely link between the old year and the New 

Year to come. This keeps the bond of friendship for forever that is unbroken and true. 

 

The most important thing is the birth of Jesus, which brings peace and love to the world on this special day. May I 

take this opportunity of wishing you all a Happy Christmas. 

Notice to Readers 

Mayfield Matters invites comments, observations, suggestions, stories or news from our readers for possible      

inclusion in our next issue. If you would like to compose a piece to be considered for publication, please send it to 

us by e-mail to: mayfieldcdp2@eircom.net 

Those who do not have access to a computer may simply visit us at the centre and we will arrange to make one 

available to you so that you can compose your piece.  It is our intention also to begin a letters page in future issues 

of Mayfield Matters to allow the residents of Mayfield to air their views on the area or to offer suggestions that 

would benefit us who live here.  

Again, contributors may use our email address: mayfieldcdp2@eircom.net or post it (or deliver by hand) to:    

Mayfield Matters, 328 Old Youghal Road, Mayfield, Cork. 

Letters and contributions for publication are subject to our editors decision, which will be final. 

mailto:mayfieldcdp2@eircom.net
mailto:mayfieldcdp2@eircom.net


MAKE THIS SPACE WORK FOR  

 

 

 

 

 

With 2,000 copies distributed per issue 

and a readership of 8,000, advertising in 

Mayfield Matters makes total business 

sense.   

 

We can design your advert for you, or 

we can reproduce your own, supplied 

advert. 

 

With prices starting from just €25, can 

you afford not to take up this               

opportunity? 

Call us on: 021 450 8562 for      

further details. 

Cork Money Advice & Budget Service   

  

MABS is a Free Confidential and Independent 

Service for People in Debt or in Danger of Getting into Debt 
  

MABS can help you to: 

Create a Personalised Budget Plan to Manage Your Money 

Avoid Disconnection of Electricity/Gas Supply 

Avoid Rent Arrears 

Take Control 

Maximise Your Income 

Pay Your Debts 

Negotiate with Your Creditors 
 

Advice Clinics at Roseville House (lower level)                                                                                        Main Office: 

Old Youghal Road, Mayfield                                                                                                                              Unit 12  

                                                                                                                                                                 Penrose Wharf 

Wednesday Morning: 9.00am-1.00pm                                                                                                      Penrose Quay 

Tel for Appointment: 0761 07 2090                                                                                                                        Cork 

 

 Email: cork@mabs.ie  or: www.mabs.ie                                         National Helpline: 0761 07 2000 

 

 

FUNDED & SUPPORTED BY CITIZENS INFORMATION BOARD 

 JULIE’S  
HAIRDRESSING SALON 

021 450 7201 

 
CREATIVE CUTTING 

Artistic Colouring 
Easy Meche 

Perming 
Bridal Parties 

Debs and Grads 
Confirmations and Communions 

Unisex 
Mon. – Fri.  9 am – 5.30 pm  

Saturday       8.30 am – 5.00 pm           
103 Old Youghal Road, Dillon’s Cross 

Gift Vouchers available 



Church of Our Lady Crowned 

 
Christmas Arrangements 

 
Sunday 16th December 

 Christmas Carol Concert at 7.00pm 

 

Christmas Masses 

Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve 

Mass at 6.00pm  

Vigil Mass at 9.00pm 

 

Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day 

Mass at 9.30am and 12noon 

 

Wednesday 26th December - St Stephen’s Day 

Mass at 9.30am 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Monday December 17th  at 9.30am. 

Penitential Service 

 

Confessions 

Saturday December 22nd 

After 9.30am Mass 

 

Monday December 24th 

12noon. – 1.00pm. 

3.00pm. – 4.00pm. 

 

 
The people that walked in darkness 

Have seen a great light; 

On those who live in the land of deep shadow 

A light has shone 

In a very short while we will come together from every corner of the earth to celebrate the greatest event the 

world has ever witnesses; the birth of our Saviour. He will be born in  a small stable surrounded by humble peo-

ple.  Shepherds will hurry across the fields to welcome the Christ –Child and to praise God.  The Angels will 

watch over Him and the world will rejoice.  Christmas is a great celebration of our faith in Jesus. He will never 

let us down because he is the Light of the world. 

We wish you and your loved one a Blessed and Peaceful Christmas. 

Fr.Michael, Sr. Imelda and the Parish Pastoral Council. 

 

Our Lady Crowned Pastoral Council Christmas Cake Draws. 
Bakers and non-bakers among you might be interested in knowing that we will be holding our Christmas Cake 

Draw at each Mass on the l5th and l6th December, at the 7pm Vigil Mass and the 9.30am and 12 noon Masses 

on Sunday.  Tickets will be on sale on the day and the draw will take place at each relevant Mass.  Good luck to 

all.  Many thanks for all your support and help. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

John O’Gorman, Chairperson, Our Lady Crowned Pastoral Council. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church of Our Lady Crowned (Cont’d). 

 

The Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree Masses will take place in the Church on Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th December.  Tags for 

the gifts will be available the previous weeks. Gifts can be brought to the church on Saturday 15th and Sunday 

16th and they will be distributed to needy families and individuals.  The idea is that you place a tag on the gift 

and state whether it is suitable for boy/girl, appropriate age, if suitable for an adult male/female or for a    

Family.  The need is great and your generosity is very much appreciated. 
 

Candlelight Reflective Masses. 
These masses were a great source of comfort last winter and will continue on the second Saturday in           

December, and the first Saturday in January and February.  All welcome, come and experience it for yourself.  

 

Diocese of Cork and Ross, Lourdes Pilgrimage 2013.  Young adults Group 18-35 years old. 
An  invitation to come and see and lend a helping hand on June 11th to 16th 2013. For further information   

contact: Sr Karen, Pastoral Development Office on: 021  453 7601. 

 

St. Joseph’s Church, Mayfield, Cork 
 

Christmas Mass Times 
Celebrating the Birth of Christ 

Monday 24th December: Christmas Eve: 6 pm and 9 pm. 

Tuesday 25th December: Christmas Day: 9 am and 11 am 

 

Confessions 
Friday 21st December 2012 7 pm to 8 pm 

Saturday 22nd December 5 pm to 5.45 pm 

Confessions will also be heard each day after the morning during Advent 
 

Evening of Carols 
Our Christmas Carol Service organised by the Marian Singers will be held in St. Joseph’s Church Friday 14 th 

December at 7.30 pm Schools’ Choirs along with visiting choirs will sing at our service. Everyone is welcome 

to this evening of carols. 

 

Adoration Chapel 
Christmas/New Year Schedule 

Closed Monday 24th all day (Christmas Eve). Re-Opens Thursday December 27th with usual opening hours.  

Closed Saturday 31st December all day  (New Year’s Eve). 

Re-opens Saturday January 7th 2013 with usual opening times 

 

Thanks and Season’s Greetings 
As we reflect on the past year, we have much to be grateful for. We have been blessed in many ways, both  

individually and as a parish. Thanks be to God for another Christmas, for the gift of His Son and the promise 

of eternal life. 

 

We take this opportunity to thank each one of you for your on-going support and goodwill over the past year. 

May you enjoy a very happy and joyful Christmas and may the New Year bring you peace and happiness. 

Rev. Christy Harrington PP. Fr. Michael Twomey 

 

A big thank you to the Sacristans, Eddie and Olan and their assistants, Niall and Donal, Ann McCarthy and the 

Altar servers, collectors, Parish Choir, Marian Singers, Parish Council and Finance Committee and all         

involved in Ministry (Word, Eucharist, Adoration). Thanks also to the Altar Society and all who decorated the 

church for Christmas, to the people of the Parish for your support, co-operation and generosity. 



 

The Lapland Hills are far away 

And Christmas Eve is here 

The elves and little leprechauns 

Are harnessing the deer 

Rudolph’s straining at the bit 

And Dancer’s doing a jig 

Comets like a shooting star 

On this night that’s really big. 

 

The fairies and the goblins 

Are loading up the sleigh 

Which gleams there in the moonlight beam 

And shimmers like a ray 

Then the Big Man steps outside 

And roars “It’s time to go” 

His little workers bid goodbye 

And he’s off with a Ho Ho Ho 

 

The stars above shine down with love 

On this mighty man in Red 

And children all around the land 

Are creeping into bed 

His sleigh soars over mountains 

And glides along the plains 

And hovers over valleys 

When he hauls back on the reins 

 

He’s travelled over Europe 

And Africa as well, 

But his next main stop is Mayfield in Cork 

Where he’ll rest and bide a spell, 

He flashes into Dillon’s Cross 

And swerves on round the Tav. 

And races up the Old Youghal Road 

For Rudolph’s his Sat Nav 

 

 

There’s the library on his right  

Where the children learn and read, 

The staff in there are brilliant 

Just ask for what you need, 

As he thunders into Mayfield 

On the ice road in the sky 

His reindeer just ahead of him 

So nifty and so spry. 

Santa Returns to Mayfield 
by Billy Herdman 

 

 

The reindeer team have earned their rest 

Their water and some hay, 

This is the place they love the best 

So here they’ll land their sleigh, 

The Christmas lights on Silverheights 

Look like a treasure trove, 

Santa sighs with misty eyes 

And lands on Lagan Grove. 

 

He puts his sack upon his back 

It’s crammed with toys and presents, 

Enough for all of Mayfield 

With its roads, its parks and crescents 

Then Santa’s magic comes to life 

As he steps upon the ground, 

He sees the children kneel and pray 

And hears each single sound. 

 

The gentle beating of a heart 

The flicker of an eye, 

The movement of a curly head 

A whimper and a cry, 

Boyne Crescent looms ahead of him 

There’s Harry, Robin, Lou, 

There’s Leah, Hannah, Amy Jane, 

And Daniel who is two. 

 

But, remember children everywhere 

That Santa loves you all, 

And while you rest, he does his best 

To fulfil every call. 

From Shamrock Lawn to Avonmore 

And ‘round to Byefield Park. 

This man in red with hooded head 

Will brighten up the dark. 

 

But, now it’s time that Santa left 

He can’t afford to lag, 

He’s seen those happy children 

And he’s emptied out his bag, 

His reindeers had their midnight meal 

It’s time to shed a tear, 

So to all the folk in Mayfield 

Happy Christmas and Good Cheer. 



Our Lady Crowned Church Choir, Mayfield 
by Geraldine McAuliffe 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                  Picture: Andy Gibson        
 

Under the guidance of conductor Michael Joyce (pictured front left), the choir has taken on new ideas and  

developed an impressive sound.  Every Sunday, choir practice starts with a simple warm up and Michael then 

develops a different element of singing, such as breathing and blending in with other groups, whenever the 

need arises.  

 

Later, we learn the notes of the music we are preparing for the Mass, and sometimes certain techniques are 

used to enhance whatever hymns we may sing in the Church on that Sunday.  All of this happens in a fun and 

a most relaxed way with little pressure, and this method works with everyone in the choir.  

 

A recent highlight for the choir was the performance for the RTE Sunday morning televised Mass which    

coincided with the Church’s Golden Jubilee.  This performance included small step out solos from some of 

our junior and senior  members of the choir. 

 

On the morning of the performance, the church was full of both young and old parishioners who truly        

enjoyed the performance.  Our new priest, Father Michael Keohane, celebrated the Mass and gave an         

interesting homily, which was well received by the church congregation.  Due to popular demand, a CD was 

made of the whole performance and it was well received by members of the public. It can be obtained at the 

sacristy. 

 

The church choir has proved to be a very welcome addition to the Sunday morning midday Mass. Being a 

member of the choir is not about singing it’s about being a part of something that you really love. What we do 

is fun, challenging and fulfilling.    

 

December is looking to be a very busy month. Practicing Christmas hymns and preparing new material and 

maybe a few extra performances in the church.  It has been a privilege for the choir to be part of the Christ-

mas festivities. It is a vibrant and enthusiastic choir whose members get on extremely well, and we are having 

a great time singing at the Mass on Sundays, and we look forward to the coming year. 

 

On behalf of the choir may I wish you a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 



Mayfield Citizens Information Centre 
Roseville House, Old Youghal Road, Mayfield 

 

Tel: 0761 076 880 
 

 
Now open every morning (Mon – Fri) 10.00am – 1.00pm 

Mon to Thurs 2pm – 4pm and Wednesday 7.30pm – 9pm 
 

Know Your Rights 

 December 2012 

 
Question 

 
I lost my job some time ago and am now getting Jobseeker’s Allowance. I was recently diagnosed with a    

serious illness. What other social welfare payments can I get?  

 
Answer 

 
You may qualify for Illness Benefit. To receive Illness Benefit you must be under 66 and unable to work    

because of illness and you must satisfy the PRSI contribution conditions.  

 

You must have at least 104 contributions paid since you started work. You must also have 39 contributions 

paid or credited in the relevant tax year of which at least 13 weeks must be paid contributions. You can also 

qualify if you have 26 paid contributions in the relevant tax year and 26 paid in the year before. The relevant 

tax year is 2011 for claims in 2013. 

 

People who have been getting long-term Jobseeker’s Allowance (for at least 15 months) and have enough 

PRSI contributions do not need to have 13 contributions recently paid. If you were getting Jobseeker’s Benefit 

for a period before going onto Jobseeker’s Allowance, you can include this time in the 15 month requirement.  

 

If you have 260 PRSI contributions, or more, paid since you first started work you can get the maximum rate 

of Illness Benefit for up to 2 years (104 weeks). If you are getting a reduced rate of Jobseeker’s Allowance 

your Illness Benefit payment may be reduced. If you have between 104 and 259 PRSI contributions paid you 

can only claim Illness Benefit for 1 year (52 weeks) and you may not qualify for the maximum rate of benefit.  

 

If you do not qualify for Illness Benefit you can apply for Disability Allowance, which is a means-tested    

payment. You can only get this if your illness is expected to last for at least one year. Extra benefits are paid 

with Disability Allowance (such as Fuel Allowance and a Free Travel Pass) so this payment may be a better 

option if you qualify. 
 

Further Information 

 
Further information on this and other matters is available in confidence from the Mayfield Citizens              

Information Centre, Roseville House, Old Youghal Road, Mayfield. Telephone: 0761 07 6880.  Opening 

hours are Monday to Friday 10.00am – 1.00pm, Monday to Thursday 2pm – 4pm and Wednesday Evening 

7.30pm – 9pm. 

 

Citizens Information is also available through the Cork City (North) Citizens Information Service on: 0761 07 

6850, the Citizens Information Phone Service: 0761 07 4000 or online at www.citizensinformation.ie 

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/disability_and_illness/disability_benefit.html
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/disability_and_illness/disability_allowance.html
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


News  From  Nowhere 
by Michael 0’Donnell. 

  

Quote of the Month: 
“Austerity reminds me of medieval medicine. It is like blood-letting, where you took 

blood out of a patient because the theory was that there were bad tumours. And very 

often when you took blood out the patient got sicker. The response then was more 

blood- letting until the patient nearly died. What is happening in Europe is a mutual 

suicide pact.” Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize Winner. 

 

The government strategy of getting some relief on the debt has not worked so far, 

mainly because the European Union, and Germany in particular, are holding out for greater controls on       

national budget strategies, taking greater fiscal and monetary control away from national governments. The 

next time our leader, Enda Kenny, meets the German Chancellor, Angela he might try pinching her instead of 

kissing her. It might have some effect. 

 

The removal of crucial economic leavers and national accountability beyond  Dail control is a direct attack on 

our Democracy and sovereignty. The Irish establishment is a willing collaborator and is all too willing to  

comply. There are rich pickings to be had in Europe for compliant politicians and civil servants. As the giant 

finance houses see it Democracy has now become an obstacle and must be subverted.  Hope is leaving the 

country in the suitcases of the thousand people a week, mainly young people. They have packed up their 

dreams, hopes and aspirations in the belief that noting can be done, noting can change in their country.   

 

This is a failure of those who purport to speak for the victims of Austerity. They play at parliamentary            

grandstanding or the strategy of the Grand Old Duke of York, of marching the people to the gates of the Dail 

and back again in endless demonstrations, where the list of speakers is greater than the number of those taking 

part.  Therefore, let 2013 be the year of change.   

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day in the Workhouse 
by George R. Sims 

 
“It is Christmas Day in the workhouse 

And the cold, bare walls are bright 

With garlands of green and holly 

And the place is a pleasant sight 

 

For with clean washed hands and faces 

In a long and hungry line 

The paupers sit at the table 

For this is the hour they dine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wish all my loyal readers a ‘Happy Christmas’ and always remember:  

“We are many, they are few.” 

 
  



Recognition and Awards Ceremony for MAOS  
 

On Saturday 21st November, Mayfield Action on Suicide (MAOS) held a recognition and award night in 

Doolan’s Cow Bar in Mayfield.  

 

The awards ceremony was held to acknowledge the people who participated in MAOS’ very successful year 

of fundraising. Among the recipients were ultra cyclist and adventure racer Donncha Cuttriss who cycled up 

Patrick’s Hill one hundred times, Carmel Collins who attempted a solo channel swim, soccer referee John 

Linehan, Dara Murphy, TD and a special award was given to MAOS chief fundraiser Kevin O’Sullivan.  

(Other recipients were: Munster rugby player James Coughlan, Stacey Ismail, Caroline Higgins, Colette 

Cooney, All Round Beauty and Doolan’s Cow Bar).  

 

“I was privileged to be involved in the awards ceremony and it was a perfect opportunity to   acknowledge the 

ideas, direction and committed work of all award recipients,” said Sue-Ellen Moloney, PRO of Mayfield     

Action on Suicide. “Our chief fundraiser Kevin O’Sullivan’s work is a clear demonstration how one person in 

a community can mobilise support and help tackle serious problems within that community.” 

 

To avail of MAOS’ low-cost counselling, contact Mayfield CDP on: 021 450 8562 to make an appointment. 

To find out more about MAOS and what it does, check out www.mayfieldactiononsucide.com or find us on 

Facebook. 

 

If you would like to help fundraise for, or with, Mayfield Action on Suicide, please contact Kevin on: 087 628 

3101 or Sue-Ellen on: 086 102 9306. 

Christine O’Sullivan, Trevor O’Dea and Collette Cooney are pictured with their awards after the 

presentations made by James Coughlan of Munster Rugby (L) and Kevin O’Sullivan, Chief MAOS 

Fundraiser (R).                                                                                                              Picture: Jim Coughlan 

http://www.mayfieldactiononsucide.com


The Shepherd of Lebanon 

by Harry A. O’Shea 

 

In my mind, I can see him still 

Stepping along in mid-morning sun 

Staff in his hand, white turbaned head 

Followed by sheep and lambs, see them run! 

 

He smiled and waved as he went by 

As the gold sun climbed in a clear sky 

To Irish soldiers keeping the peace 

Who served with joy in this warm place 

 

I spent a year in that fine land 

A U.N. Contingent - a joyful land 

Serving the green flag - serving the blue 

As the Lebanon shepherd faded from view 

 

And this is truly a Holy land 

Though sadly war has taken a toll 

Tyre and Sidon where Jesus walked 

The hot sun shines upon it all 

 

And memories stay of that shepherd fine 

And the friendly folk who still can smile 

Where bombs and bullets have many lives claimed 

They yearn for peace while the soldiers remain 

 

 

A Most Acceptable and Welcome Christmas Gift 

 

(For all current and former residents of Mayfield) 

 

“Mayfield – A Sense of Place” 

 

This book was originally launched in November 2001 and due to public demand and renewed interest, it has 

been re-launched and is available now in time for Christmas. 

 

It contains a wonderful and rare collection of stories and reminiscences of a village, a place and a community, 

that holds so many memories of generations of local people of their home place. 

 

Declan Hassett who wrote the forward of this book stated that, “The book, A Sense of Place, is the story of a  

little village that blossomed into a bustling suburb of modern Cork City in the space of a lifetime. It will be 

read and cherished from the tank field to Boston, wherever the good people of Mayfield gather and talk of 

times past, long gone but not forgotten, that are now enshrined in this beautiful book. 

 

Copies of the book are available at the bargain price of €5 per copy from: 

 

Mayfield CDP     – (021) 4508562 

Our Lady Crowned Church Office  – (021) 4551276 

Joe Mullane              – (021) 4550059 



 

Cyberphobia: The Fear of Computing 
What is a Computer Made of? 

by John Mallon 

 

Introduction 
In the last issue, we explored the fear of computers, so this time, we are going to discover, in layman’s terms, 

just what these baffling little boxes are made of. What are the components of the modern personal computer 

(PC) and how do they all fit together? You will be surprised to discover that it is all quite simple in theory, and 

the theory is all a user needs to know. You do not need to be a qualified mechanic to drive a car, do you? So 

firstly, there are two main parts that comprise every computer and these are known simply as hardware and 

software. 

 

Hardware 
Hardware, as the name suggests, are the things you can see and touch, such as a keyboard, monitor, mouse and 

the computer box itself.  Any problems with the first three are solved by replacing them. The computer itself 

though, has all the important bits that you should know a bit about. You have no business taking out the 

screwdriver and looking into it though, but it is still nice to know what is inside the computer casing.  
As all computers are electrical devices, (you plug them in, don’t you), then inside each one is a covered metal 

box called the power supply. There is another box called the hard disk and a big board with a lot of electronic 

circuitry called the logic board.  On this logic board you will have the brains of the computer called the     

computer chip, usually made by “Intel” or some such company. Hence the legend you may often see on the 

packing cases that reads, “Intel  Inside.” The logic board also houses two main types of memory called ROM 

and RAM. We’ll explain these in a moment. Aside from these hardware components, some PC’s have an    

optional CD/DVD drive in a box inside the big box and they will also have the ‘female’ ends of a whole pile 

of connections sticking out the back. These are called ports. One port, for example, is for plugging the monitor 

into. Another port would be the USB port, standing for Universal Serial Bus. This is where you would plug in 

a memory stick, a camera, a scanner, a keyboard or a whole load of other things designed to work with the 

computer itself. All of these internal parts are connected to each other by the manufacturer and you needn’t 

worry about them at all. They are all just there. 

 

RAM , ROM (and the Hard Disk) 
One of the big abilities of a computer is that it remembers things for you and you can easily access it later.  

Read-only-memory, (ROM), is a set of code, embedded on a chip that is on your logic board. It is information 

that the computer must have for itself so that it can start-up. In practice, you will never go near this little guy. 

Random Access Memory, (RAM), is a lad you will use every time you do anything with the computer and it is 

as well to understand what it does. When you begin a new document like a letter or e-mail, you will be work-

ing in RAM memory. Think of it as the computer remembering everything you write as you are doing it. 

When you call up a page from the internet, it also loads into RAM. But, RAM only temporarily stores what 

you want. If you need to keep a record of something, you “Save” your  work to the Hard Disk. Think of this as 

a massive filing cabinet inside the computer. So just like you would in an office, you can create a ‘folder,’ an 

electronic one, save your document in it, and put it in the filing cabinet, (the hard disk). But, as a user, you will 

never actually go near the memory hardware, the bits you could see and touch - it is just there to serve you. 

The more RAM you have, the faster and better the PC will be. 

 

 



Cyberphobia: The fear of Computing (Cont’d.) 
 

Software 
The hardware side of things is pretty straight-forward and you will rarely find it bothering you.  But software 

is the one that confuses most people about computers and is the least understood also. There are two main 

types of software that you will interact with on any computer. These are the operating system and the         

programs.  

 

Programs 
The average computer has between five and ten programs stored on its hard disk. Programs are designed and 

written to allow you to do things with the computer. There are word processors for writing anything from a 

letter to a book. There are browsers to help you to access the internet. There are database programs that store 

information in an orderly fashion. Indeed, there are up to 100,000 programs available for mainstream personal 

computers, though most people will only ever use eight or nine of these. These software programs are written 

by a whole variety of different companies and typically, they come on a CD or DVD which the user then    

inserts into the CD/DVD drive on their computers to install them on the hard disk. Once this is done, the    

programs are there to allow you do work, creating documents, updating information and communicating with 

others using the internet. All that you do is saved on the hard disk, either automatically or by doing so      

yourself. For example, a small business might design an invoice for themselves using a Word Processor,    

having sent the first invoice, a second one can be generated by a few short strokes and a folder can be simply 

created to store all the invoices on the hard disk of the computer, in this way, you can keep a record of activity 

for updating or changing later. 

 

Operating System 
You may have heard of “Microsoft Windows,” or just “Windows” as it is more commonly known. Windows 

is an operating system that you will find on most PC’s.  The operating system, as the name suggests, it        

operates the whole system. Think of the operating system, (the O/S), as the piece in the middle between the 

hardware bits and the software programs. When you power up a PC, (turn it on!), it loads its operating system. 

When your screen lights up, it gives you a background, an environment to work in; it provides you with access 

to all of the programs and it checks to see if the computer is connected to a printer or a network or even the 

internet. When you ‘save’ a document, the program you generated it in, hands it over to the operating system 

which stores your document on the hard disk. So, the ‘O/S’ links everything together. I often refer to it as the 

ham in the sandwich and the O/S itself is also stored on the hard disk.  

 

So really, that is about it. Like the modern car, you need only know how to use a PC, not how to fix problems 

if they arise. There is much you can do with a modern PC and there is something for everyone in the computer 

world. But, as with everything, you need to consider what it is you really want to do. You can run a business 

from a PC or you can write a book. You can read the National Newspapers free every morning or send e-mails 

to friends anywhere in the World free also. Graphic design, music authoring and film editing are all popular on 

a simple PC. Indeed, this Newsletter is composed on a PC. I hope this lifts the mystery of the computer for 

you and you can find out more by calling Liz or Mary on: 021 450 8562 

 



Mayfield East Community Association 
Kerrigan Tyrell Community Centre 

Tinkers Cross, Mayfield 

mayfieldeastca@live.co.uk 

Tel: 021 450 9275 
 

 
Now that the autumn leaves are falling, it is a good opportunity for the people of Mayfield to check out what is 

happening on their doorstep.  Mary Foley, PRO of the Mayfield East Community Association reports that the 

centre is a buzz of activity with all age groups from Mother and Toddlers to Ballroom Dancers.  The centre 

caters for various groups and welcomes new members.  The list includes Girl Guides, Youth Cafe, Boxers, 

Ladies Boxercise, Bowling, Zumba Dancing and Weight Watchers. 

 

Foróige operates out of the centre and provides support to parents in addition to its ongoing counselling      

service. 

 

The Neighbourhood Watch scheme continues to thrive; this is evident from the number of people along with 

the Local Superintend and Community Guards who attend regular meetings held in the centre. 

 

The centre has a few vacant slots so now is the time if any club or residents are interested in organising an  

autumn/winter activity, in addition to our sports hall we can provide a comfortable meeting room along with 

ample parking at nominal rates. 

 

Mayfield East Community Association covers the parish boundaries of Our Lady Crowned Church, which is 

this year celebrating its Golden Jubilee Year.  The Association would like to extend its congratulations to the 

church authorities on reaching this milestone and along with the parishioners are very proud of our church 

which is a focal point in the community. 

 

The Association was instrumental in negotiating with Bus Éireann to secure a regular 10min bus service.  

Alas, despite the Trojan efforts of the Association, we appear to have lost the battle to retain a full banking 

service with the imminent closure of Permanent TSB on the 9th of November.  This decision has been taken 

despite the wishes of the vast majority of the residents of the greater Mayfield area which was evident from 

the signatures to the petition which we circulated within the community. 

 

Mayfield East Community Association would like to extend congratulations to Thomas Mc Carthy, Mayfield 

BC, on his outstanding achievement in the Ireland/Wales Schoolboy Youth International in Ballina last       

Saturday night.  He beat his Welsh opponent 6-3, in the 36kg class. 

Local Actor in Joyce Play 

Local actor, Michael O’Reilly, has recently appeared at Cork’s Everyman 

Palace Theatre in an adaptation of  James Joyce’s ‘Ulysses’.  He travelled to 

Scotland, Belfast and Dublin on a tour of the play. 

Michael is Mayfield born and bred and attended Mayfield Community 

School.  He began drama at an early age and continued in that vein when he 

studied it at Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa.  Michael then received a scholarship to 

attend the Guildhall College of Music and Drama in London and has          

appeared in a series of plays over the years.  He has appeared in Shakespeare  

plays in Stratford-Upon-Avon, birthplace of the dramatist. 

We look forward to hearing more about Michael’s acting career in the future. 

 

mailto:mayfieldeastca@live.co.uk


St. Josephs (Mayfield) No Name Club  
 

 

At a recent Graduation Function that took place in St Josephs Community Centre, the young people who were 

involved in St. Josephs (Mayfield) No Name Club in the 2011/2012 season received their certificates in       

self-development and organisational skills as hostesses and hosts in the Mayfield based club. The presentation 

of certificates was made by Sergeant John O’Connor of the Mayfield Community Policing Unit in the       

presence of the parents and friends of those who were graduating. In his address to those attending the      

function, the club secretary Mr. Joe Mullane, explained in great detail the origins and development of the No 

Name Club throughout this country. 

 

The first No Name Club was established in Kilkenny in 1978 as an alternative to the emerging problem of the 

alcohol and drugs culture among young people.  The Josephs (Mayfield) No Name Club was set up in 1998 as 

a sub-committee of the St. Josephs Community Association to cater for the needs of young people aged       

between 15 – 19 years in the local community. 

 

The Josephs (Mayfield) No Name Club is one of the growing number (currently 52 clubs) that are providing a 

real and viable alternative to young people throughout this country to the alcohol and drugs culture in society 

that is having such devastating consequences for young people and their families in communities throughout 

this country. 

 

The No Name Club organisation is an adult volunteer led youth organisation that was founded in 1978 in    

Kilkenny. The aims and objectives of the newly formed youth club service were to enable young people to 

promote, demonstrate, experience and to benefit from their involvement in the No Name Clubs that would 

help them to develop their character and self-esteem.  This would enable them to say “no” to alcohol and 

drugs at a sensitive time in their young lives.  The young people who become involved in a No Name Club are 

making an important and far reaching decision that will benefit them later on in their adult lives. 

 

Through their involvement in No Name Clubs the young people learn that it is unnecessary to indulge in     

alcohol and drugs in order to enjoy themselves with their peers in a warm, safe and friendly environment 

where they are free from the dangers of becoming involved in alcohol and drugs. 

 

Since the Josephs (Mayfield) No Name Club was set up in 1998 it has had a very positive influence on the 

lives of over 500 local people and on family life in the local community for the good of society. 

 

By demonstrating to teenagers and young adults that they can enjoy themselves socially and get the best out of 

life without alcohol and drugs, No Name Clubs are doing invaluable work with young people in many      

communities throughout this country by helping them to reach their potential and by taking control of their 

young adult lives. 

 

Over the past 14 years this No Name Club has been acknowledged as being among the leading clubs in the 

National Organisation and it has received a number of awards at local and national levels. Also the club     

members have been chosen as the winners of 7 individual awards and one group award in the Annual Cork 

City Garda Division Youth Awards Competition which is a significant recognition of the work that is being 

done with the young people who become involved in this club. 

 

The secretary, on his own behalf and on behalf of the club adult leaders, congratulated the hosts and hostesses 

who received their certificates at the function. He stated that these young people have been a credit to their 

families, their club and their community where they have become role models for their peers. 



Rainbow Sessional Childcare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents are naturally reluctant to allow anybody else to look after their young child. A Mother will always feel 

that she is the best person to care for her toddler, so trusting another to do so is a big decision. 

 

For many reasons though, parents find it necessary to have their children looked after for a few hours a day 

and as a result, the “crèche” has become popular. The decision then becomes, which crèche and why? 

 

Firstly, a high quality crèche is not only about seeing that your child comes to no harm while you are away. A 

quality crèche integrates your child and nurtures and develops the natural character of the “little person”. A 

quality crèche has achieved recognised standards in childcare which gives the parents the confidence that their 

precious child is in the right hands. 

 

At Rainbow Sessional Childcare, we value all children as individuals and appreciate their uniqueness. We  

recognise that all our children are a part of our community and they are the future. So, we provide a safe,    

secure stimulating environment which embraces all children, their race, language, gender, culture and religion. 

Our chief aim is to promote happy and confident children. 

 

To achieve these objectives our staff members are qualified to FETAC Childcare levels 5 and 6, trained in 

First Aid and Montessori Teaching Diploma level also. All of this allows us to provide an environment that 

promotes the physical, intellectual, language, emotional and social development of each child. Our aim is to 

provide accessible and affordable childcare for those in the local community. 

 

We recognise that parents and carers are the primary educators and we work in partnership with them. In our 

home-from-home environment, we value each child in their own right and we aim to provide opportunities 

each day to empower children in their own learning. Our building has a safe playing area with padded flooring 

and toys for the children. We have a separate sleep area and separate toilet and changing area also. We have a 

lovely outdoor play area also, when the weather permits. 

 

In recognition of the great importance of speech and language for the very young, Rainbow is involved in the 

“Happy Talk Project”. This new progressive initiative is in association with Barnardos, Cork VEC, The HSE, 

UCC and the Cork City Partnership. It is geared to improve the language abilities of the children lucky enough 

to avail of it. With the assistance of speech therapists, Rainbow provides “Happy Talk.” 

 

To learn more about our centre and its services, contact Helena on: 021 450 8562 or                                  

email: mayfieldcdp@eircom.net 



St. John's awarded Second Green Flag! 
 

G r e e n s c h o o l  i s  a n               

International Environmental 

Education Programme that 

promotes and acknowledges 

long term, whole school     

action for the environment. St. 

John's started work on energy 

awareness 2 years ago by   

setting up a Green School 

committee who drew up an 

action plan, to help staff and 

pupils become more energy 

aware. Students completed 

electricity and heat audits to 

decipher where the school was 

losing heat and wasting    

electricity. Teachers educated 

pupils about the types of    

energy, renewable and         

non-renewable. Pupils came 

up with the tips to save heat 

and   electricity and brought 

the message home.  The 

school motto became 'IF NOT IN USE, TURN OFF THE JUICE!’ All the hard work paid off and the school was 

delighted to be awarded with The Green Flag for Energy by the Minister for the Environment, Phil Hogan, at 

the end of the last school year. 

 

 

On 26th October, the school had a Green Flag Ceremony 

where the Energy Flag was raised by local hero and past 

pupil, Donncha Cuttriss. The school choir performed a self 

penned song for the occasion and the fifth class boys      

entertained with a special rap/poem. Many neighbours,   

parents, past pupils and friends of the school turned up in 

support and helped make it a great day for all! Many thanks 

to everyone involved and in particular Miss O Shea,   Green 

Flag Coordinator, and the Green School committee, for 

their commitment and hard work. 
 

Christmas Concert - Tuesday 18th December 2012 - all                       

welcome    

Christmas Holidays – School closed on Friday 21st      

December until Monday 7th January 2013. 

 

Junior Infants 2013 – For Enrolment contact Michelle/Nano 

on 021 4505716.  Limited places available. 

 

St. John the Apostle B.N.S. would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year. 

St. John the Apostle Boys’ Primary School 

       Pictures: Supplied 



Gaelscoil an Ghoirt Álainn  

 
Amhranaíocht na Nollag. 2nd & 3rd class children along with their music teacher Gillian ní Fhiannach-Laoghóg 

will be singing Christmas carols in Blackpool shopping center on Thursday 20th December between 2 and 

4pm. Any money raised will go to local charities. 

 

Amhranaíocht Iodáilise na Nollag. Beidh Rang a 

5 & 6 in san Honan chapel UCC ar an Déardaoin 

an 13ú  Nollaig ag canadh amhráin! Our students 

children will be singing Italian Christmas songs 

in the Honan chapel on 13th December at 11am! 

 

Ranganna Ríomhaireachta  
Tá páistí na scoile ag déanamh tionscnamh ríom-

haireachta le Yvonne Brady sa scoil faoi láthair. 

Tá siad ag dearadh a gcluichí ríomhaireachta 

féin. Tá gach duine ag baint lán taitneamh as 

agus táimid an bhuíoch ar fad do Yvonne as an 

obair seo ar fad a atá á dhéanamh aici leo! 

 

Garda Dog Unit pays a visit. 
The Garda Dog Unit paid a visit to Gaelscoil an 

Ghoirt Álainn a few weeks ago and the children 

really enjoyed their visit. Garda Pat showed the 

children the hard work of his dogs. Pupils from all          

class levels asked some very interesting questions 

and learned a lot about the hard work carried out 

by the Garda Dog Unit in Cork.  

 

 

School attends 

Credit Union 

Quiz in       

Rochestown 

Park   Hotel  
Children from 5th and 

6th class of Gaelscoil 

an Ghoirt Álainn com-

peted in the Credit Un-

ion    Table Quiz in the        

Rochestown Park Ho-

tel recently. It was the 

first time for the 

school to compete in 

the event and both 

teams finished in the 

top fifteen which was 

a great achievement 

given the large number 

there on the day.  

 

 

 

Members of one of the table quiz teams are pictured after their quiz day at the 

Rochestown Park Hotel. From left: Amaya Nic Giolla Easpaig, Shaughna Nic 

Cárthaigh, Ciarán Ó Laoi and Riain Anders Laodhóg.           Picture: Andy Gibson 

Rang Siobhán are doing a computer project with Yvonne 

Brady in school at present. They are busy  designing their 

own computer games. It’s fabulous to see our new      

computer room being put to good use! 
                                                                        Picture: Andy GIbson 



Gaelscoil an Ghoirt Álainn  
Ireland’s greatest?! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                             Picture: Andy Gibson 

Seo Rang a 6 agus an tionscnamh iontach a rinne said sa scoil le déanaí bunaithe ar laochra éagsúla na hÉireann!  

An féidir leat iad ar fad a ainmniú?!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

021 450 3003  

 
In stitches for fund-raising knit-a-thon! 
The girls in 4th, 5th and 6th classes, along with their parents, grandparents and teachers, got their knitting      

needles out this term to raise awareness and funds for ‘Age Action Ireland.’ 

Supported by ‘Innocent Smoothies,’ the event encouraged children to knit little hats to fit innocent smoothie 

bottles. A record breaking 488 hats were completed and 25 cent will be donated for every hat! Well done to 

everyone involved. 
 

Halloween Fun 
The Scoil Mhuire Banríon Annual Halloween Disco turned all our princesses into witches, ghosts and goblins 

for an evening of spooky fun on Thursday 25th October. Thanks are due to the Parents Association and the 

many helpers who made sure that a good time was had by all. 

 

Second and fourth class girls along with their parents and grandparents were in festive mood for seasonal Art 

and Craft activities. Wonderful Halloween pictures, Christmas cards and ornaments helped to beat the winter 

blues. 

 

Road Safety Week 
Learning to ‘Be Safe, Be Seen’ was the message that got off to a bright start every morning from 12th to 16th 

November in our school hall. Everyone wore their high visibility jackets and sang the ‘Safe Cross Code,’ led 

by actions and drama from the girls in 3rd, 5th and 6th classes. Keep it up! 

 

Trip to St. Patrick’s College 
Ms. O’Neill’s fifth class enjoyed an action packed day in St. Patrick’s College, Gardiner’s Hill as part of an 

early transition programme, on Friday 16th November. The red carpet was rolled out for visiting teachers and 

students from a number of schools and the girls were treated to an exciting tour of classrooms and facilities. 

They had a flavour of some subjects on offer at second level and took part in cookery, art/craft, quizzes and 

science activities.  

Thanks to the Principal, Deputy Principal and staff of St. Patrick’s College, not forgetting our own past pupils, 

for providing such a warm welcome. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Junior/Senior Infants and 6th classes will perform in Our Lady Crowned Church at the Christmas Concert on 

Sunday 16th December at 7.30 pm. All classes will perform at a Carol Service after the 9.30 a.m. Mass on 

Tuesday 18th December, all welcome.  Christmas Craft: ‘Wreaths, candle and floral displays’ will take place 

in the Parents Room, Scoil Mhuire Banríon from 9.15 am to 11.15 am on Tuesday 11th December. 

 

Ongoing Events 
Art/Craft/Literacy activities for parents and children, Healthy Eating course for parents, Sewing classes for 

parents, Literacy Lift Off, Maths Blast and Happy Talk. 

 

Together We Can Do Great Things 
 

 
 



          St. Patrick’s Infants School 
                    021 455 1593  

                    stpinfants@eircom.net 

      
Cork Pops Orchestra Concert 
‘The Sounds of Music’ was the title of the Cork Pops Orchestra’s Autumn Concerts 2012 and this year all four 

of our Senior Infants classes went along to City Hall on Thursday October 25th to witness and join in this      

magnificent performance. The concert was a wonderful opportunity to experience an exciting ‘live’ musical   

performance; see the instruments of the orchestra and sing along with the Cork Pops. The orchestra’s much 

loved ’cello-playing gorilla enjoyed a central role in the orchestra and entertained the children immensely.  

Plenty of audience participation was encouraged and this added to the event for our young audience. A great 

time was had by all and congrats to all the children for exemplary behaviour. 

 

Maths Week 
Maths Week took place recently from October 13-21st and in St. Patrick’s Infants we eagerly joined in the      

promotion of Maths through a variety of activities. Every opportunity was seized to develop problem solving 

and mental maths skills, play maths games and to take part in maths trails. We encourage all parents and 

guardians to promote skills such as counting, matching, oral addition and subtraction, simple problem solving 

etc. while involved in everyday activities and to consider board games as a present from Santa. More            

information is available from the following websites: www. ncca.ie and: www. mathsrecovery.com 

 

European Day of Languages 
On September 26th, we celebrated the European Day of Languages in our school. Many classes enjoyed Incy 

Wincy Spider in Swedish, which was recited by Ms. Nissfolk’s husband Jarl. Magda and Hubert’s mum         

entertained Room 8 and Room 9 with a polish version of Little Red Riding Hood. In Room 19 the children 

had fun with The Pancake Man which Szymon’s dad told in Polish.  

Mile buiochas to our international parents and friends. 
 

Outdoor Studies 
On Monday 22nd and Thursday 25th October respectively the Junior Infant classes along with their teachers, 

parents and grandparents took part in a thematic outdoor studies project celebrating autumn. The children were 

busy exploring the school garden and all it has to offer in autumn. They made bark and leaf rubbings, they 

searched for mini-beasts in the fairy garden and made a wonderful autumn display of flower arrangements and 

scary pumpkins.  Great fun was had by all. A special thank you goes to Catherine Horgan, Eileen Lyons and 

Catriona the gardener for organising this special event.  
 

Health and Wellbeing Week 
The Infants school parents group and the Home School Liaison teachers jointly organised a Health and    

Wellbeing  project recently with experts visiting to speak about First Aid, Fire Safety, Beauty and Fitness, 

Money budgeting, Posture and Back Health etc. The event has proven to be a great success and culminated 

with a Fruit for Fun Day where all children had the opportunity to taste a variety of fruits and to complete              

accompanying worksheets. 
 

School Website 
Board of Management member, Mr. Stephen Moroney and class teacher, Ms. Sarah Mooney are currently    

setting up a new school website. The new website will be updated weekly with photos, videos, information 

and good news celebrating the wonderful pupils that attend St Patrick’s Infants. Should you have any ideas or 

suggestions regarding the website, we would love to hear from you! 
 

Staff News 
Congratulations to teachers Ms. Sarah Mooney and Ms. Lisa Sexton who recently celebrated working in St. 

Patrick’s school for ten years. 

Finally, huge congratulations go to class teacher, Ms Catherine Hickey and her partner Padraic on the birth of 

a baby girl, Olivia at the end of October. 
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Frank O’Connor Library 
 Murmont, Old Youghal Road, Mayfield. 

Tel: 021 492 4935   Email: mayfield_library@corkcity.ie  

Opening Hours: Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 1.00 and 2.00 - 5.30 

Wednesday open ‘til 8:00 

Closed Lunchtime 1.00 – 2.00 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Read, Learn and Explore 
You do not need to be a member to make use of many of the Libraries’ resources, such as Local Studies,   

Learning and Reference resources, newspapers and journals, or to attend any of the talks, readings, classes or 

other events which take place regularly in Cork City Libraries.  Use of these is free to the public. 

 

Membership Fees: 
Everyone up to 18 years FREE 

Adult: Standard :€15,  

Concession* :€5,   

65 years of age and older FREE.  

Visually impaired persons FREE 

*If one of these categories applies to you, you qualify for the concession fee: 

Persons on disability pension and dependent spouses, persons in receipt of carer's allowance, unemployed        

persons, persons on disability benefit and dependent spouses, lone parents, asylum seekers, students over 18 in 

full-time education.  Up to ten items - whether books, CDs, DVDs - may be borrowed at one time, for a period 

of two weeks.  You can renew these items online or on the phone. 

E-book service now available.  Visit: www.corkcitylibraries.ie/digital 

 
What’s On? 
Wednesday 5th December 11.00a.m. Christmas concert with the John Bermingham Singers, conducted by 

Ann- Marie McCarthy.  Free admission. All welcome. 

Book club meets on the second Wednesday of each month 11am. New members welcome. 

Ciorcal Cainte meets on the first and third Fridays at 11am.  New members welcome. 

Junior Chess Club meet every Wednesday at 3.30pm. 8-12 years. New members welcome. 

Saturday Colouring Competition all day. 

Christmas Colouring Competition 

Saturday 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd December. Prizes to be won 

 

Christmas Closing Times 
The library will close at 5.30pm. on Saturday 22nd December 2012  

and reopen at 10.00am. on Friday 28th December 2012 

The library will remain closed on Tuesday 1st January 2013 

 
  

 Happy Christmas from all library staff to all library users 

Nollaig fé mhaise ó lucht leabharlanna dár léitheoirí uíligh  

agus dár gcáirde go léir 
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Mayfield Eirecabs  
 

Taxis, Hackneys, Minibuses, Wheelchair Bus 

 

24 Hours a Day, 365 days a year! 

 

MAYFIELD EIRECABS WOULD LIKE TO 

WISH ALL ITS LOYAL CUSTOMERS A VERY 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS 

NEW YEAR! 

 

Putting our Regular Customers first. 

021 424 7365                                                      021 450 0500 

Green
 Produ

cts 
 

now
 in s

tock
 

Loyalty Cards and Cash Back now  Available 

Christmas Club Open Soon. 

Place your orders for all 

your Christmas needs 

 

 

 

 

 

*NEW MITSUBISHI PHOTO KIOSK* 

 
Print your Photographs from Facebook                        

Create Personalized Calendars and Greetings Cards 

Various Picture Sizes: 6x4, 7x5, 8x6 

 

We stock a wide range of cameras and photo accessories 
 

 

 

 
 

We now offer: 

Prescription Collection from G.P.’s Surgery 

Home Delivery of your Prescription 

Open: Mon to Fri: 

 9 - 6 

 

Bourke’s Pharmacy 

Iona Road, Mayfield 

021 450 2862 

For all your family health needs 

Saturday:  

9:30 - 1 and 2 - 5:30 



    COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTING LOCAL NEWS 

      
All information printed  in this issue is understood to be true and accurate at the time of 

printing.  The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of Mayfield Matters or  

Mayfield CDP.   We do not accept responsibility for information found to be  

untrue, but we do accept responsibility for any and all grammatical and typing errors.  

We hope you enjoyed reading our newsletter.   

Watch out for our next issue, which will be available in local shops and services. 

Deadline for inclusion of stories, news or 

advertising in the next issue is 
STRICTLY: TUESDAY 22nd 

JANUARY 2013 
Email items to: mayfieldcdp2@eircom.net 

For further information contact:  

021 450 8562 

 

 

  

 

                                          
 

 

Restore and Relieve Mind, Body and Spirit 
 

HANIEL THERAPY 
 
 

Caroline Drake  
MNHII, BCMA, NRRI 
Fully Accredited Therapist 

 

 

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 

REFLEXOLOGY 

 

085 818 8933 

hanielmassage@hotmail.com 
 

                    

 

 

                            

 

 Angel Guardian  

Community Pre-school 
   Ashmount Mayfield 

  Near Mayfield GAA 

    Pre-school and Montessori 

 

 NOW ENROLLING!   
 

Purpose built state-of-the-art facility 
 Free places available  

on ECCE scheme                       
 

Children from 2 years 8 months  

 

  Phone Tracy - 021 496 0027 

         or - 087 970 2501 

Topaz Barbers 
OLD YOUGHAL ROAD, MAYFIELD 

021 450 9477 
Open Monday to Saturday - Appointment not Necessary 

 

 

Gents Dry cuts only €9! concessions for oaP’s 

 

hot toWel shaVes from €20 - Ideal Christmas Gift 

 

GIFT VOUCHERS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE -  

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR YOUR LOVED ONE 

 

WISHING ALL OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS A VERY HAPPY 

CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
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